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TRAILS. 
“In 1877, with a friend of mine, hired an Indian to take us from Port Moody to Gastown in his canoe, 
walking back to New Westminster through the timber.”  

Dan Callaghan, Port Haney, 24 May 1932. 

MOODYVILLE TICKLER, FIRST NEWSPAPER. 
“I have a copy, Vol. 1 No. 1 of the Moodyville Tickler, pioneer newspaper of Burrard Inlet, 20 July 1878. 
Price 50 cents per copy.”  

Mrs. H.A. Christie, 1932. 

DOUGLAS ROAD. 
“June 1883 to Granville by horse stage over Douglas Road, a mere horse trail through the woods. It was 
then a small place of one short street, a sawmill and logging village.”  

Mrs. C. Cronin, née Blackstock, May 1932. 

GREAT FIRE, 1886. 
“Those who did not dash away within the first five minutes were overcome and burnt to a crisp in the 
streets; others when too late to escape jumped down into wells, but were found suffocated and burnt. 

“A team of horses, delivery wagon and man driver attempting to pass through Hastings Street where the 
Holden Block” (City Hall) “now stands, were overcome and lost; all that remained was the iron tires and 
the ashes.”  

Edward Cook, 5937 Sperling Avenue, 14 May 1932. 

REAL ESTATE, FALSE CREEK. 
“Wishing to see some lots of False Creek one day was advised by the agent to get there at low tide.” 

“On the day of the fire, Mr. Lambert, a friend, was burned to death in the Burrard Hotel, just completed.”  

T. Fred Clulow, Shushartie Bay, 1932. 

EARLY PHOTOGRAPHER. 
“We came here in April 1886, and started a photo gallery. Whilst not the first to start before the fire was 
the only one to start the morning after; all the old photos of Vancouver are taken by me.”  

Harry T. Devine, 1932. 

BORN ON FALSE CREEK, 1874. 
“I was born on False Creek, 15 June 1874. My father, John Elliot, was working in a logging camp at False 
Creek and Jericho. He moved to Nanaimo in 1879.” 

Geo. Elliot, New Westminster, May 1932. 

A.H. FERGUSON. 
“My father came to the Pacific Coast in 1877, and recalled the time when Vancouver had only six or 
seven houses. He told us about coming across the body of a woman while walking down one of the paths 
who had lost her life, and her body was burned to a crisp where she had fallen while trying to escape the 
fire.”  
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“He was steamboating, and helped to carry the people across to Moodyville.” 

Mrs. Basil Irvine, New Westminster, March 1932. 

CAPT. GEO. RUDLIN. 
“I was a member of the crew of the tugboat Grappler with headquarters on Burrard Inlet in 1874. Our 
skipper was Capt. Geo. Rudlin, afterwards with the C.P.R. on the triangular run.” (The much respected 
Capt. Rudlin of the old Charmer.) 

John Flewin, Government Agent, Port Simpson, 1888-1907. 

JERICHO LOGGING CAMP. 
“During the fire of 1886, my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gerrard, were living near what is now called Jericho 
Beach, where Mr. Gerrard was engaged in logging for the Hastings Mill Co. They arrived in Granville on 8 
August 1885.” 

Minnie D. McTaggart, Vancouver, March 1932. 

BIRTH AT MOODYVILLE. 
“My husband’s people had a ranch at Moodyville. When my husband was born, his father Herman 
Haggman sailed the inlet one stormy night and rode on horseback to New Westminster. He had to prevail 
upon the doctor there to return with him, and it was a ride somewhat like that of John Gilpin for the doctor 
left his hat upon the road. Mr. Haggman had to prevail upon him to enter the sailboat for the storm had 
not abated. They reached the other side safely, but too late. An Indian woman had been his guide into the 
world.” 

Catherine C. Haggman, New Westminster, May 1932. 

THE GREAT FIRE AND STANLEY PARK. 
“My step-brother and myself were going up Water Street where the Sunnyside was built, when the people 
started to holler ‘Fire’ and run, so we turned and raced for our skiff; the fire was coming at an awful rate 
from the C.P.R. Townsite. I lived with my step-father and mother Mr. and Mrs. Southam; my name was 
Sarah Emily Bullock. 

“My step-father put his scrip on 150 acres of land that is Stanley Park. My mother came out from England 
on the ship Robert Low with Mrs. David Spencer, Sr. Mr. James Southam, my step-father, had served in 
the Royal Navy and was given scrip; Stanley Park at that time was just government land. 

“I got into my skiff and started home, but had only got as far as Deadman’s Island when everything was 
gone; it was a grand but awful sight.” 

Mrs. S.W. Handy, Cascade, B.C., April 1932. 

SPRATT’S OILERY. 
“Was built by Spratts of Victoria in 1875.” - F.H. Holt, 1932.  

Note: see docket on W.R. Lord, who says (26 August 1933) that it was originally built by Andrew Rusta 
but taken over and reconstructed by Spratts. 

FIRST WHITE CHILD BORN IN VANCOUVER. 
“My mother was the mother of the first white child born in Vancouver after incorporation, a daughter, 
afterwards married, now dead.” (Both wrong.) 

Frank A. Jackson, son of Mrs. John W. Jackson, jeweller.  
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