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 [photo annotation:] 

in bronze, 1952.  By Sydney March, Farnborough. 

Emily Matthews. 

Pioneer nurse in peace. 

Nursing sister in war. 

Co-founder, City Archives. 

Vancouver.  Obit. 1948. 

“A VERY GREAT WOMAN”.  
(Emily Eliza Matthews.) 

I shall fly over to Vancouver on Sunday, 25th [June 1950] and be with you at the evening service. 
Dear Matty will be there too; smiling at us. I am sure she will be very close. She loved Christ 
Church and loved her nursing. The window embraces both her ideals of faith and of healing 
others, with never a mention of self. My love for her and my ever gratefulness for all her kindness 
and loving care she gave me and mine. A very great woman. 

Affectionately, 
Ruth Wynn Woodward  

The writer, Mrs. Woodward, is the wife of Colonel the Honourable W.C. Woodward, former Lieutenant-
Governor of British Columbia, and President of the department emporium known as “Woodwards 
Limited.” She writes, 15 June 1950, from Woodwynn Farm, Saanichton, near Victoria, B.C., to Major 
Matthews, to whose wife she refers. The evening service of which she speaks was held at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Sunday evening, 25 June 1950, which was attended by the assembled nurses from all over 
Canada here for the convention of the Canadian Nurses Association, and at which service Mrs. 
Woodward unveiled a memorial window bearing the inscription “IN GRATITUDE TO ALMIGHTY GOD,” 
and “THE LORD SHALL BLESS THEE IN ALL THEY WORKS,” and “TO THE NURSING SISTERS OF 
VANCOUVER IN PEACE AND WAR.” It was a most remarkably appropriate service; beautiful; almost 
sublime. And two nurses read the lessons—the first time in my life I have ever seen a woman read the 
lessons. 

Actually, the window was designed by Major Matthews himself. He bore the cost of installation and is his 
tribute to his late wife; but, save, for the family arms in the lower corner, there is nothing to indicate that 
such is the case. Mrs. Matthews was a very modest woman and would have shrunk from the slightest 
mention of her name. 
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