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Vianna” (sic) “and had three girls and a boy. Father and Mother are buried in the Roman Catholic 
Cemetery, New Westminster. Father died in 1905, and Mother six or seven years later.” 

KEAMO BECOMES CAMPBELL. 
“I am not the only descendant of James Keamo who is using the name Keamo. In the telephone directory 
you will see ‘Campbell, J. Grant, 2162 East Hastings,’ but in the city directory, ‘Keamo, E.G.’ lives at the 
same address. I have no children to carry on the name, but Grant, who is dead, had two sons, Elmer and 
James. Elmer is the ‘E.G. Keamo’ who lives at 2162, and is about 40. James is two years older. James is 
married and has a son, Don or Donnie. 

“I served in the 47th Overseas Battalion, C.E.F., Colonel Taylor. Went overseas in 1916—in action at Vimy 
in 1916, November I think it was, and left Vimy in March 1917, before the assault. Deaf in one ear; stayed 
in France until the Armistice, 1918, and came home in 1919. Harry went overseas in some other unit. 
Nothing happened to him. When I joined the 47th I took my own name, Walter Keamo, and I think Harry 
did the same—Harry Keamo.” 

J.S.M. 

(Note: the Hudson’s Bay Co. had ships making frequent trips between the Hawaiian Islands and Pacific 
Coast of America and used Kanakas both as seamen and as employees at their forts. J.S.M.) 

ANOTHER INACCURATE STORY ABOUT START OF FIRE, 1886. 
“JOHN MOLE KEEFER PASSES. STARTED FIRE OF 1886.”  
Caption to obituary of John Mole Keefer, of Chilliwack, published in Province, 1 April 1953. 

The obituary quotes the late Mr. Keefer as saying: 

“After this we went to our camp in Stanley Park, and had our dinner. We had found a site for a camping 
spot on English Bay, and burned a quantity of dry brush which they feared might be a fire menace. The 
cook called us, and the fire was out of control. A strong wind was whipping it towards the city. Only when 
the sun went down and the wind with it were we able to go back to the city, or the place where the city 
had been. When we realised to the full what we had done we shook hands, all three of us, and vowed we 
would never divulge anything whatever about setting that fire. And, until late years I do not think any of us 
ever did.” 

MR. KEEFER’S ILLUSION. 
The facts are that both Mr. George Keefer, his brother, and Mr. John Keefer have, of recent years, sought 
a little dubious publicity for doing something they had little or nothing to do with. And, for these reasons: 

1. The fire did not burn west of Burrard Street. Old photographs show a virgin forest along Burrard from 
False Creek to Georgia Street—after the fire of 1886. 

2. No clearing was being done west of Burrard Street in 1886 and there was no need for them having a 
camp there. 

3. The nearest creek was at the foot of Gilford Street. There were no creeks to the east until almost 
Cambie Street was reached on the shore, where a creek from about St. Paul’s Hospital ran down 
Nelson Street into the sea, its mouth at foot of Nelson Street. 

4. Early Vancouver, Vol. 1, Matthews, records W.F. Findlay, journalist, telling J.S. Matthews, 17 October 
1931, that Frank Gladwin started the fire. “He had orders to,” said Mr. Findlay. “Five or six men up 
there” (presumably about Pender and Richards) “were up there doing clearing work.” Findlay charged 
Gladwin personally, and Gladwin did not deny it, but it is equally untrue. 

5. W.H. Gallagher, in Early Vancouver, says the fires of the clearing were smouldering—it was Sunday, 
and the men not working. The big wind fanned the embers in scores of places, and the fire broke out 
in a dozen places at once. 
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6. Gallagher said that a fire by the C.P.R. Roundhouse, Drake Street, became uncontrollable and, 
seeing it, he dashed off down the right of way to Carrall Street to save his books. 

THE KEEFER STORY IS PURE IMAGINATION. 

J.S. Matthews 

REV. THOMAS CROSBY. REV. CHARLES MONTGOMERY TATE. REV. CORNELIUS BRYANT. 
Excerpt from letter, 3 May 1948, Mrs. M.A. Kenny, 305 Milton Street, Nanaimo, to Major J.S. Matthews, 
City Archivist, Vancouver: 

Here is a photo of Thos. Crosby taken about 1875 or 1876, that I promised you. Do not trouble to 
send me a copy. I really am not as interested in him as for instance, our dear old friend C.M. 
Tate—or Cornelius Bryant. Mr. Tate really began the Indian mission work in the north, but Mr. 
Crosby seemed to get the credit for much of Mr. Tate’s work—at least that’s what the old-timers 
thought—and you know “little pitchers (sometimes) have big ears.” 

… I’ve had a couple of visits from Miss Bryant of Ladysmith—Cornelius Bryant’s granddaughter, 
and she expects to come again in quest of more data. 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE KETTLE VALLEY RAILWAY AND “THE HEYES OF THE HAPPLES IN 
THE HORCHARD,” 1912. 
30 March 1950. 

“When I get to Heaven, I’m going to hunt up Job, and ask him if he ever built a railway through a small 
town, and” (with vehemence) “if he says ‘no,’ I’m going to tell him, ‘I’m in charge here; you get out. I know 
more about patience than you do.’” 

J.J. Warren, president, Kettle Valley Railway which he was building, 1912, sat lazily rocking before a 
great wide open fire of logs in the foyer of the Incola Hotel, Penticton, on the evening of a wearisome day. 
Captain J.S. Matthews, representing the Imperial Oil Limited in the interior of British Columbia, 
approached and seated himself beside him. Mr. Warren looked tired and irritated as he continued to 
ejaculate: 

“I’ve been in court all day. Those fellows up on the benches are suing us for damages for putting the 
railway through their orchards. We could not help making embankments and cuttings; and the right of way 
cut some of the orchards in half. One fellow got into the witness box and told the judge that ‘the hashes 
from the hengines going hup the ill will shoot into the heyes of the happles in the horchards,’ and,” 
continued Mr. Warren, as his head sunk to his chest in dismay, “he wanted damages for what the hashes 
would do to the happles.” 

J.S. Matthews. 
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