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large wooden floor was a platform, perhaps forty feet wide by twenty feet deep, and a lot of chairs ranged 
in rows.  

As soon as the procession arrived, all those who entered seemed to go up on the platform and take 
seats; General Currie and others of his party, excepting Major O’Connor, among them. Major O’Connor 
stayed on the floor and I spoke to him. I had met him in Ottawa during the war. There were more people, 
it seemed, on the platform than on the floor as audience. 

I whispered to Major O’Connor, “This is awful.” 

Major O’Connor replied, “Never mind; he’s living it down.” 

Poor Currie; it was a terrible welcome; heartless, thoughtless, cruel, and undeserved. I was ashamed of 
Vancouver that day. 

HERE IS PART OF COL. O’CONNOR’S LETTER, 13 FEBRUARY 1941. 
I can remember the day that General Currie went to the old arena; it wasn’t a very friendly 
reception. It is hard for a great man to be a hero in his own country. He played too straight a 
game for the politicians, and would not be under their thumbs. 

Willis O’Connor. 

CANADIAN CUSTOMS AT VANCOUVER AIRPORT. AS TOLD BY [MRS.] FRANK WAY, 5576 OAK 
STREET, VANCOUVER, 25 MAY 1956. 
CUSTOMS. EARLY LANDING PLACES. DOMINION AIRWAYS. AIRLANDS MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 
MINORU PARK. 

Mr. Way joined the Federal Customs and Excise Department in February, 1926, when Mr. G.A. 
Allen was Collector of Customs at Vancouver. He recalls when he (Mr. Way) used to go out to 
meet small aircraft at three different landing places—Minoru Park (now Lansdowne), Dominion 
Airways, in False Creek (near where Crystal Pool is now at the foot of Nicola Street) and Airlands 
Manufacturing Company on the Middle Arm of the Fraser River. 

CORPSE FLOWN BY AIR. RUNWAY LIGHTED FOR FIRST TIME. 
I, myself, remember Mr. Way coming home one evening and telling me of the exciting time he 
had had at the airport that day. He was working on a gasoline tanker anchored in the Fraser River 
at the Dominion Oil Company, near Marpole, checking the unloading of gasoline. Mr. Louis 
Deither was then head of the Dominion Oil Company. The then Superintendent at the Wharf 
Customs office in Vancouver (on Pier D), Mr. Isaac McKay, phoned him to say there was a plane 
on its way to Vancouver from Seattle. A reporter flew to Vancouver because he had heard that 
the body of Will Rogers, celebrated humorist and actor of stage and screen, was at the 
Vancouver airport. This was true, but the news was kept secret. Will Rogers died in the north 
country when he flew there in a seaplane with his pilot Wiley Post. Another pilot flew the body to 
Vancouver where it was held in the locked hangar till it could be flown south. The reporter from 
Seattle arrived after dark, before night flying had been authorised here, and of course, there were 
no lights. He had a small plane and could not go back to Seattle that night, so he had to be 
brought down somehow. It was Mr. Way who obtained flares and lined up every available 
automobile along the runway and had them turn on their lights, outlining the landing strip. The 
plane landed safely. To Mr. Way’s knowledge, this was the first time automobiles were used to 
light the runway. 

FIRST TAXI TO AIRPORT. DAN MACLURE. 
In the beginning, pilots would send word ahead of the time they expected to arrive in Vancouver. 
On receipt of such information Mr. Way would go out to meet the plane. He always had to carry 
all his papers with him and travelled by taxi out to Sea Island (or wherever the plane was to land) 
to meet the pilots. This was when he first met Mr. Dan MacLure, the “pioneer taxi man and airline 
director” mentioned by Mr. Templeton in his report, “Vancouver Airport and Seaplane Harbour, 
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The first sixteen years,” 1947. In those days Mr. MacLure had a seven-passenger Packard 
limousine and had the contract to carry passengers to downtown Vancouver from the airport, and 
vice versa. Later, a trailer hitched to the limousine carried the baggage. 

PACIFIC AIRWAYS. “JUNKERS.” 
Mr. Dan MacLure also had an interest in an airline company known as “Pacific Airways,” which 
owned an all-metal German “Junkers.” This plane used Airlands Manufacturing Company 
facilities on Lulu Island on the Fraser River as their base. That building still stands today and is 
used, I believe, as a fruit or vegetable packing plant. The “Junkers” was used mostly on charter 
jobs to the north. Mr. MacLure passed away in the fall of 1953. 

The time came when a Customs Officer was needed permanently at the airport, and Mr. Way was 
assigned to it. Mr. Aubrey Roberts, of the Province, wrote a very nice article for the paper about 
Mr. Way at that time. 

In the first Administration Building, the only provision for the examination of baggage was a three 
foot counter in one corner of the rotunda. 

UNITED AIRLINES. 
I remember Mr. Way bringing home many times the first United Airlines crew. Their names were: 
Frank Wittenberg, pilot (now deceased), Dwight Hansen, co-pilot, and Miss Bow, stewardess. Mr. 
Wittenberg previously flew a Boeing single-engine aircraft which was used in the south as a mail 
plane on trial runs in preparation for the future Airlines service between Seattle and Vancouver. 

TRANS CANADA AIRLINES. 
About this time, too, Trans Canada Airlines used to fly ten-passenger planes to Seattle. “Billy” 
Wells often flew empty both ways and Mr. Way often went along for the ride. I was a passenger 
once myself. The trip each way took fifty-five minutes. 

MEXICO, FIRST NON-STOP FLIGHT. 
Mr. Way has a photo of the first plane and pilot to make a non-stop flight to Mexico, and also a 
photo showing the first express package to be carried by United Airlines. Miss Bow, the 
stewardess, is in the photo; also Mr. Way and Mr. Maclachlan. 

Mrs. Frank Way. 

Oct. 2, 1956. 

Note: referring to the second paragraph [of the above account], it was the well-know pilot Joe 
Crosson who flew the bodies of Will Rogers and his pilot Wiley Post to Vancouver. They were 
both killed when their plane crashed in the north. 

Referring to the non-stop flight to Mexico, it was pilot Keith Rider, who set a record in July 1935. 

See photographs, Air P. 78, N. 49; Air P. 79, N. 50. 

Also see Photostat P. 114, N. 169, which is a report on the airport from 1931-1935 written by Mr. 
Templeton for Mr. Way. 

Mrs. Way. 
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[photo annotation:] 

First Air Plane Visitor to Vancouver BC March 25, 1910. 

“First air plane; Visitor to Vancouver, Canada; March 25, 1910.” Letter, 7 Dec. 1931, William Templeton, 
manager, Sea Island Airport, to Major J.S. Matthews: - “The first aeroplane flight was made at Minoru 
Park in March 1910 by Charles K. Hamilton, of New York, who toured the country in a Curtis (pusher) 
plane. Hamilton flew at all Pacific Coast cities; crating the plane and shipping it from place to place. One 
dollar admission to Minoru Park was charged, and the B.C. Electric ran special trains from the city. 
Thousands paid admission on the one afternoon on which he flew. Two flights of about ten or fifteen 
minutes were made, and on the second landing he smashed a wheel, (see photograph), and part of the 
landing gear, and narrowly escaped a bad crack-up. Those were the first two flights made in a powered 
aircraft in the neighborhood of Vancouver.” 

An elaborate printed programme, under the auspices of “Vancouver Aviation Committee” was for “Minoru 
Park, March 25, 26, 28, 1910.” This post card was presented, May 1950, by Noel Robinson, Esq., 2334 
West 6th Ave. He had been given it by Mr. R.G. Pinchbeck, of Kamloops. City Archives. J.S.M. 
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