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[photo annotation:] 

See companion photos C.V. Str. P. 202, N. 123 and Dist. P. 16, N. 17. 

This photograph was found, in 1946, among the papers of the late Stephen O. Richards, of Innes, 
Richards & Akroyd, now Richards, Akroyd and Gall, pioneer land financiers, and, Oct. 1946, presented to 
the City Archives by H.B. Luety, Esq., director. 

Vancouver, May 1886. corner, Hastings & Granville Sts a few days before “The Fire,” 13 June 1886, 
destroyed the first Vancouver.  

Looking east over cleared portion of “C.P.R. Townsite,” and showing a man walking down Granville St., 
and five more men in a group standing in middle of Hastings St, half way between Granville & Seymour 
Sts, both Hastings & Granville rough graded and crowned. The middle of intersection is the word 
“copyright.” The towering “Royal Bank of Canada Building” now stands on site of large tent on left; the 
whole of the lower centre & right is now occupied by the monumental “Canadian Bank of Commerce,” s.e. 
corner Hastings & Granville Sts, where bustling hordes hasten to cross, controlled by traffic signals 
blinking red and green. Observe road stakes driven in ground.  

The pioneer photographer, Harry Devine, pointed his camera almost due east, looking almost straight 
down Water St, and, in the centre is a dark streak; it is the well trodden trail through the new clearing from 
old “Granville” townsite (Water St) to the tented camp of the strong men who cleared away the debris of 
the fallen forest, and formed the rough outline of thoroughfares which future millions will tread. On the 
extreme left, a tall tree on the cliff at foot of Richards St bisects the distant Hastings Sawmill Store & R.H. 
Alexander’s residence. The central tree of three is the historic “Princess Louise Tree” at the foot of Gore 
Ave, and beside it on the shore is “St James’ Church.” Andy Linton’s log float wharf and boathouse, at the 
foot of Carrall St, is directly in front of the church. In the near foreground, a man sits pondering before the 
smallest tent. Beyond a white lump seems to be a huge glacial boulder, and beyond still again, the gable 
end of the “C.P.R. Stables” stands on the present site of Kelly, Douglas & Co’s warehouse, and, above it, 
the white side & one window of the Methodist Parsonage. The cleared land explains why the three story 
“Regina Hotel” on s.w. corner, Water & Cambie St, was only building to escape destruction in “The Fire.” 
The far distant forest is Glen Drive; the nearer line on right, about Gore Ave. Smoke of clearing fires is 
everywhere. The distant tent is about Richards St.; the stump, silhouetted against the white smoke, about 
Homer & Hastings. The fresh cut lumber of the unpainted buildings of the new settlement in the hollow, 
gives them a bright appearance.  City Archives, J.S. Matthews, Oct. 19. 1946. 

H.B. Leuty, not Luety. 

CLEARING THE “C.P.R. TOWNSITE” (VANCOUVER). 
Major Matthews,     [Approx. 1948] 
   City Hall, 
      Vancouver, B.C. 

Dear Major: 

Recently, my good wife handed me an article published in one of our daily local papers; 
the article appeared to be uncertain about certain matters. 

The writer came here in 1885 before Vancouver was so named. I remained here about 
12 years pioneering the place, then I went to the Yukon where I remained until 1938, and then 
returned here for the balance of my days. 

I visited your office shortly after Mayor Miller’s election as Mayor of Vancouver, at which 
time you were anxious to obtain reliable news about early life in Vancouver. I distinctly remember 
supplying you with such news and facts, all of which you typed and filed away as records for 
future. 
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C.P.R. BOARDING HOUSE. YALE HOTEL. 
Some of the things mentioned in said article about which there appeared to be some 

confusion was about the old C.P.R. Hotel, and the Yale Hotel. The said C.P.R. Hotel was built, 
owned and operated by Duncan McPherson, and was situated on Hastings street. The Yale Hotel 
on Granville street (on the south east corner of Drake street) was originally built for the 
accommodation of my workmen, about 165 men at that time, clearing the townsite, grading 
streets, cutting locomotive wood; for unloading and loading incoming and outgoing C.P.R. 
Oriental steamers, and many other works and things under me. 

We piled the wood along the railway track on False Creek—3600 cords of locomotive 
wood—all of which was later burned to ashes some time after the big fire of 1886. 

L.A. Hamilton was C.P.R. Land Commissioner. He also surveyed the townsite. J.D. 
Charleson was superintendent of works.  

Patterson, Stevens and McCraney had contract to slash the townsite, 1885-6. 

Yours truly,  
   D.A. Matheson 
      2922, West 38th Ave., 
         Vancouver. 

NOTE BY CITY ARCHIVIST. 
The invaluable historical letters and conversations of Mr. D.A. Matheson are recorded in: 

Early Vancouver, Vol. 4, 8 September 1939; 
Early Vancouver, Vol. 5, 7 and 12 June 1940; 
Early Vancouver, Vol. 6, 24 July 1941; 
Early Vancouver, Vol. 7, approximately 1948. 

The “Yale Hotel,” originally the C.P.R. Boarding House, still stands, 1300 Granville Street, in 1955. 

CONVERSATION WITH DR. ROBERT MATHISON, D.D.S., OF KELOWNA, B.C., PIONEER, 
VANCOUVER, MARCH 1886, AT HOTEL VANCOUVER, 16 NOVEMBER 1947. 
Now the sole surviving member of the first Vancouver Board of Trade organised 1887; also the first “job” 
printer in Vancouver, and who, arriving in Granville two weeks before incorporation as “Vancouver,” 
worked as a printer on the first Vancouver newspaper, the Vancouver Weekly Herald. 

Dr. Mathison, now very elderly, is also very active for his years, has a very clear memory. He is staying at 
the Hotel Vancouver as the guest of the Vancouver Board of Trade for the purpose of attending the 
Diamond Jubilee luncheon given in celebration at the Hotel Vancouver, Monday, 17 November 1947, at 
12:15 p.m. 

“JIM” WRIGHT, 1886. JAMES M. WRIGHT. FIRST PRINTER. VANCOUVER WEEKLY HERALD. 
Dr. Mathison to Major and Mrs. Matthews, after dinner: “Don’t have that photograph published. If you do, 
have it done separately. That photo of Jim Wright and myself taken at Princeton in 1905 was taken when 
he felt he was not properly dressed. He looks a little untidy as compared to me. I used to go over there as 
an itinerant dentist from 1905 to 1907—there were no dentists in the country at that time—so I used to go 
over now and again. ‘Jim’ Wright was working on the Princeton Star. All that about him owning it is all 
wrong. He wasn’t even a partner—he was the printer. He was clever. He could set up items without even 
writing them first—set them up out of his head as he went along. I believe they have quite a plant at the 
Princeton Star now.” 
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