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C.P.R. BOARDING HOUSE. YALE HOTEL. 
Some of the things mentioned in said article about which there appeared to be some 

confusion was about the old C.P.R. Hotel, and the Yale Hotel. The said C.P.R. Hotel was built, 
owned and operated by Duncan McPherson, and was situated on Hastings street. The Yale Hotel 
on Granville street (on the south east corner of Drake street) was originally built for the 
accommodation of my workmen, about 165 men at that time, clearing the townsite, grading 
streets, cutting locomotive wood; for unloading and loading incoming and outgoing C.P.R. 
Oriental steamers, and many other works and things under me. 

We piled the wood along the railway track on False Creek—3600 cords of locomotive 
wood—all of which was later burned to ashes some time after the big fire of 1886. 

L.A. Hamilton was C.P.R. Land Commissioner. He also surveyed the townsite. J.D. 
Charleson was superintendent of works.  

Patterson, Stevens and McCraney had contract to slash the townsite, 1885-6. 

Yours truly,  
   D.A. Matheson 
      2922, West 38th Ave., 
         Vancouver. 

NOTE BY CITY ARCHIVIST. 
The invaluable historical letters and conversations of Mr. D.A. Matheson are recorded in: 

Early Vancouver, Vol. 4, 8 September 1939; 
Early Vancouver, Vol. 5, 7 and 12 June 1940; 
Early Vancouver, Vol. 6, 24 July 1941; 
Early Vancouver, Vol. 7, approximately 1948. 

The “Yale Hotel,” originally the C.P.R. Boarding House, still stands, 1300 Granville Street, in 1955. 

CONVERSATION WITH DR. ROBERT MATHISON, D.D.S., OF KELOWNA, B.C., PIONEER, 
VANCOUVER, MARCH 1886, AT HOTEL VANCOUVER, 16 NOVEMBER 1947. 
Now the sole surviving member of the first Vancouver Board of Trade organised 1887; also the first “job” 
printer in Vancouver, and who, arriving in Granville two weeks before incorporation as “Vancouver,” 
worked as a printer on the first Vancouver newspaper, the Vancouver Weekly Herald. 

Dr. Mathison, now very elderly, is also very active for his years, has a very clear memory. He is staying at 
the Hotel Vancouver as the guest of the Vancouver Board of Trade for the purpose of attending the 
Diamond Jubilee luncheon given in celebration at the Hotel Vancouver, Monday, 17 November 1947, at 
12:15 p.m. 

“JIM” WRIGHT, 1886. JAMES M. WRIGHT. FIRST PRINTER. VANCOUVER WEEKLY HERALD. 
Dr. Mathison to Major and Mrs. Matthews, after dinner: “Don’t have that photograph published. If you do, 
have it done separately. That photo of Jim Wright and myself taken at Princeton in 1905 was taken when 
he felt he was not properly dressed. He looks a little untidy as compared to me. I used to go over there as 
an itinerant dentist from 1905 to 1907—there were no dentists in the country at that time—so I used to go 
over now and again. ‘Jim’ Wright was working on the Princeton Star. All that about him owning it is all 
wrong. He wasn’t even a partner—he was the printer. He was clever. He could set up items without even 
writing them first—set them up out of his head as he went along. I believe they have quite a plant at the 
Princeton Star now.” 
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PRINCETON STAR. DR. ROBERT MATHISON. HERALD. WM. BROWN, EDITOR. FIRST NEWSPAPER. 
POST OFFICE, 1886. TILLEY’S STATIONERY.  
“I came to Vancouver before it was Vancouver, two weeks before it was incorporated. The Vancouver 
Weekly Herald was published by William Brown, afterwards alderman and school trustee. The Herald was 
on Carrall Street, east side, between Oppenheimer (now Cordova east) and Powell Street. It was a frame 
building. The same building accommodated Tilley’s Stationery and the Post Office. Tilley’s had the north 
half the store frontage and the Herald had the south half. The inside of the Herald was not separated into 
office and printing room. It was all one once you were inside the door—no separation; office and printing 
were all in the same room.” 

FIRST REPORTER. FIRST NEWSBOY. JOHNNY FRASER. HORSE-DRAWN STAGES. GEORGE RAYMOND. 
“The staff consisted of: William Brown, editor; M. Picken, reporter; James M. (‘Jim’) Wright, foreman 
printer; Robert Mathison, myself, job printer; Johnny Fraser, newsboy. 

“I came to Granville from eastern Canada, via Portland, Victoria, and then over to New Westminster by 
boat, and from there to Granville by stage driven by George Raymond, afterwards of Nanaimo. He died 
and his ashes were distributed on the waters between here and Australia. As soon as I arrived I went to 
live at the Sunnyside Hotel, over the inlet on north side of Water Street, foot of Carrall. The next day I 
called at the Herald, saw Mr. Brown, and he took me on and I went to work the next morning at $18.00 
per week.” 

TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION. VANCOUVER TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION. 
“There was no Typographical Union here then. I worked for the Herald until July 1886, and then started 
my own business as ‘job’ printer, the first in Vancouver, on Hastings Street, north side, between Homer 
and Richards Street.” 

JAMES M. WRIGHT. FRANK OLIVER. THE BULLETIN. EDMONTON, ALBERTA. 
“‘Jim’ Wright came from Ottawa. He had evidently been working on some Winnipeg newspaper” (Free 
Press), “and Frank Oliver of Edmonton, Alberta, had engaged him to go to Edmonton with him. ‘Jim’ told 
me they had Red River carts, ox-drawn, to take the plant to Edmonton. I don’t know how long he stayed 
there, but my idea is that he came direct to Vancouver in 1886 from Edmonton.” 

THE TELEGRAM. EVANS AND HASTINGS. WRIGLEY PRINTING CO. VANCOUVER TYPOGRAPHICAL 
UNION. NEWS-ADVERTISER. FIRST STRIKE. 
“Mr. Wright was still working on the Herald when I left them. He was afterwards foreman of the News-
Advertiser under Carter-Cotton. Then some years later he went to Princeton, as I told you, worked on the 
Princeton Star; died and is buried there. 

“I had my own business from 1886 to 1890. Then I sold out to Evans and Hastings and they were taken 
over by the present Wrigley Printing Co., in the 1100 block on Seymour Street. 

“There was no Typographical Union in 1886. I did not belong to a union when I joined the Herald in March 
1886 because there was no union. Then in July I started my own business, and was a master printer, and 
not eligible to join, and so remained until 1890, when I sold out to Evans and Hastings and went to work 
on the Telegram. Then I joined the Typographical Union, and am a member still. As I told you I got $18.00 
a week in March 1886. After I left the Herald they formed a union and there was a strike, and after that 
the printers got $21.00 a week.” 

JAMES M. WRIGHT, JR.  
“Mr. Wright had a little boy. We used to call him ‘Cetawayo’—that was after that South African black chief 
of the Matabeles or Mashonas who were causing the rebellion in South African about that time. I hear he 
is now in the Government Printing Department, Victoria.” (Resides 408 Dallas Road, Victoria.) 

As told to me, J.S. Matthews. 
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