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[photo annotation:] 

View of Vancouver and Harbour. 

Winter of 1887-1888. (either Oct. 1887 or Feb. 1888). From the magazine “The New West,” published by 
the Canadian Historical Publishing Co., Winnipeg, Man. 1888. View from upper floor of first Hotel 
Vancouver on south west corner of Granville and Georgia Sts. The area of vacant land in the foreground 
is bounded by Dunsmuir, Seymour, Granville and Georgia Streets, and in 1952, mostly covered by the 
great emporium of the Hudson’s Bay Co. The sidewalk on Granville St was of wood planks ten feet long; 
on other streets six feet long. The walks on Seymour and Dunsmuir streets were laid in the later part of 
1887. Streets were of wood planks, twenty feet long, in the centre. Water was from wells; running water 
from Capilano Creek was laid on about a year after this photograph was taken. Lacking drainage the 
ground was very wet, and skunk cabbage grew luxuriantly in the bog. Sidewalks and planked roads were 
raised above ground level by stringers on low posts. Two years earlier the land was deep in the dark 
depths of a forest where huge trees towered 250 feet to the skies. Sewerage was being planned for; in 
the meantime dry earth outhouses sufficed. Electric light poles are shown in position. The cut granite 
blocks in the lower left corner are for the “New York Block” (C.P.R. offices) about to be erected. The 
wooden building on lower edge centre stood 100 feet from north east corner of Georgia and Granville Sts. 
The residence on extreme right is that of Major Lacey R. Johnson, in charge of mechanical matters, Can. 
Pac. Ry, in B.C. It faces Seymour St. The white spots scattered about are large boulders of glacial origin. 
In the distance the “Post Office Block” (brick) on Hastings St, near Homer, appears. City Archives. 
J.S.M. Mar. 1952. 

CONVERSATION, 28 MAY 1952, WITH MISS IDA MURPHY, 336 DUNSMUIR STREET, WHO, 
TOGETHER WITH HER SISTER, MISS MAUD, HAS LIVED IN THE SAME RESIDENCE SINCE IT WAS 
BUILT BY HER FATHER AND MOTHER, MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM MURPHY, IN THE SUMMER OF 
1887, I.E., SIXTY-FIVE YEARS. 
SACRED HEART ACADEMY. MR. AND MRS. MURPHY. MISS IDA MURPHY. MISS MAUD MURPHY. 
“JUBILEE VILLAS.” ST. ANN’S ACADEMY. 
Miss Murphy: “At first, St. Ann’s Academy was called Sacred Heart Academy. It was on Homer Street, 
west side, in a private house which stood a few lots from Dunsmuir Street, that is, south of Dunsmuir. It 
was in a house owned by old Mr. Powis, who was the father of Mrs. J.M. Whitehead. Afterwards Mr. 
Powis lived on Hamilton Street.” (Note: Mr. J. Powis, real estate agent, in 1891 lived on Homer Street. 
J.M. Whitehead lived at the same address.) “I was the first pupil registered. My sister, Maud, who is 
younger, joined me the next year.” 

DUNSMUIR STREET, 1887. HOUSE NUMBERS. 
“We lived on Dunsmuir Street. There were no house numbers in those days. It was all logs and stumps. 
Today it is numbered 336 Dunsmuir Street. I lived with Father and Mother, Mr. and Mrs. William Murphy. 
He was the first merchant tailor in Vancouver. 

“Father went to Calgary in 1883. He came to British Columbia 25th April 1887, and went to Victoria. Father 
came to Québec City from Ireland when he was three years old. He came from Wexford. Mother was a 
United Empire Loyalist. Her paternal grandfather was a Colonel Salis Warner. He was the leader of a 
party which settled in the County of Aston on the St. Francis River, Québec. I don’t know where Mother 
was born—somewhere in Québec, I suppose. They were married at Sherbrooke, Québec. They had been 
married fifty years in the year she died. It was 13th August 1917 she died. I was born 3rd December 1875 
and there were three children older than I am.” 

SACRED HEART ACADEMY. 3 SEPTEMBER 1888. 
“Well. About the start of the Sacred Heart Academy. It was only a few steps from our home. It was started 
in the front room of a private house. The Sisters, three of them, started it. There was Sister Mary 
Alexander—she was Sister Superior—and was assisted by Sister Mary Infant Jesus, and Sister Teresa, 
who was the music teacher. It was under the jurisdiction of Rev. Father Fay. It was started on the 3rd 
September 1888, the year after we came here. Before I went to Sacred Heart Academy I went to a little 
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school down on Hastings Street. At the time I was twelve. After I joined there was Martha Tierney, 
afterwards Dr. Dalby’s wife, and Albert Jean Roi—I don’t know how to spell it—it was a Belgian name; 
Atwell King, who afterwards was one of the first party to climb ‘The Lions’; and Joseph Carrier, a French 
boy whose parents kept an hotel down in Yaletown. 

“We learned our lessons, of course. All we had was a table with some chairs around it. There were five 
only of us that first day. I don’t know how many came after that. At the time the Sacred Heart Academy 
was in course of construction, and we moved there between Christmas and New Year, 1888-1889. In 
January 1889, the Sacred Heart Academy on the lane corner started and we left the little house. The 
house was afterwards moved down Homer Street to the 700 block, west side, and was pulled down about 
a year ago to make a parking lot. It was a plain little house with a peak roof in front and a verandah 
across the whole front.” 

“JUBILEE VILLAS.” 336 DUNSMUIR STREET. FIRST DUPLEX. IVY. HASTINGS SAWMILL. 
“I think our home was the first duplex in Vancouver. It was built in the summer of 1887, because we 
moved in the end of July 1887. We settled in Victoria first and then, on the first July 1887, Father and Mr. 
Roberts came from Victoria to jointly buy our home. It was not quite finished. Father bought the west side. 
Mr. William Roberts, who afterwards had a little jewellery store on Cordova and Cambie streets, bought 
the east side. Originally it was brick veneer, but afterwards Father had it covered with concrete. Originally 
it had a peak in the centre—as shown in this photo—and was covered with ivy, but when Father bought 
the whole building he had the single peak removed and replaced with two peaks as it is now, and shown 
in the photos you have of it. The ivy which covered our home came from the garden of the Hastings 
Sawmill. Mary Allan, daughter of the shoe man and afterwards Mrs. Pyke, and Mildred Roberts, 
afterwards Mrs. W.E. Green, went down to the Hastings Sawmill to get it, and I—as a little girl—was taken 
along.” 

Note: Photograph Str. N. 144, P. 233 shows the store of Mr. William Murphy about three weeks after “The 
Fire.” 

CONVERSATION WITH MRS. LILIAN M. NELSON, 2910 EAST 28TH AVENUE, VANCOUVER, 7 
SEPTEMBER 1948. 
Formerly housekeeper, Vancouver City Hospital, southeast corner Pender and Cambie streets, who, 
together with Mrs. Phyllis Mason, widow, visitor from London, England, kindly called at the City Archives 
this afternoon to tell me about Miss Hill, the first Victorian Order of Nurses nurse in Vancouver. We had a 
“spot” of tea and biscuits at my desk. This is my 70th birthday. 

MISS MAUD HILL. VICTORIAN ORDER OF NURSES. 
Mrs. Nelson: “Miss Hill lodged with the Mutries who lived on the southwest corner of Cambie and 
Dunsmuir. That was where I first met her. She took her meals at the City Hospital. That was the 
contribution which the Vancouver City Hospital made to the first effort of the Victorian Order of Nurses—
they gave Miss Hill her board. 

“Miss Hill stayed with the Victorian Order of Nurses about three years. After leaving the V.O.N. Miss Hill 
went to California and then came back and went in charge of the hospital at Britannia Beach. There 
wasn’t a doctor; she was nurse-in-charge. Cases requiring a doctor were sent to Vancouver.” 

BRITANNIA BEACH. CHILLIWACK HOSPITAL. “CHILLIWACK LIKE HEAVEN.” DR. ROTHWELL. NEW 
WESTMINSTER PRIVATE HOSPITAL, 1910. 
“Then I was at loose ends for a time and we got an idea to actually build a hospital at Chilliwack. There 
wasn’t a hospital at Chilliwack then. So, we went up by the C.P.R. train to Harrison, crossed over the 
river—the only way to go then—and came back down the river on a steamer. We met a Dr. Rothwell” (his 
son is a doctor in New Westminster now); “visited him in New Westminster. He made us welcome, and 
when we proposed a private hospital for New Westminster he was quite taken with the idea. The Royal 
Columbian Hospital was too crowded. Chilliwack was a hard place to reach in those days. You may have 
heard the expression that ‘Chilliwack is like heaven—hard to get into it but when once there never want to 
come out.’ 

 261




