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school down on Hastings Street. At the time I was twelve. After I joined there was Martha Tierney, 
afterwards Dr. Dalby’s wife, and Albert Jean Roi—I don’t know how to spell it—it was a Belgian name; 
Atwell King, who afterwards was one of the first party to climb ‘The Lions’; and Joseph Carrier, a French 
boy whose parents kept an hotel down in Yaletown. 

“We learned our lessons, of course. All we had was a table with some chairs around it. There were five 
only of us that first day. I don’t know how many came after that. At the time the Sacred Heart Academy 
was in course of construction, and we moved there between Christmas and New Year, 1888-1889. In 
January 1889, the Sacred Heart Academy on the lane corner started and we left the little house. The 
house was afterwards moved down Homer Street to the 700 block, west side, and was pulled down about 
a year ago to make a parking lot. It was a plain little house with a peak roof in front and a verandah 
across the whole front.” 

“JUBILEE VILLAS.” 336 DUNSMUIR STREET. FIRST DUPLEX. IVY. HASTINGS SAWMILL. 
“I think our home was the first duplex in Vancouver. It was built in the summer of 1887, because we 
moved in the end of July 1887. We settled in Victoria first and then, on the first July 1887, Father and Mr. 
Roberts came from Victoria to jointly buy our home. It was not quite finished. Father bought the west side. 
Mr. William Roberts, who afterwards had a little jewellery store on Cordova and Cambie streets, bought 
the east side. Originally it was brick veneer, but afterwards Father had it covered with concrete. Originally 
it had a peak in the centre—as shown in this photo—and was covered with ivy, but when Father bought 
the whole building he had the single peak removed and replaced with two peaks as it is now, and shown 
in the photos you have of it. The ivy which covered our home came from the garden of the Hastings 
Sawmill. Mary Allan, daughter of the shoe man and afterwards Mrs. Pyke, and Mildred Roberts, 
afterwards Mrs. W.E. Green, went down to the Hastings Sawmill to get it, and I—as a little girl—was taken 
along.” 

Note: Photograph Str. N. 144, P. 233 shows the store of Mr. William Murphy about three weeks after “The 
Fire.” 

CONVERSATION WITH MRS. LILIAN M. NELSON, 2910 EAST 28TH AVENUE, VANCOUVER, 7 
SEPTEMBER 1948. 
Formerly housekeeper, Vancouver City Hospital, southeast corner Pender and Cambie streets, who, 
together with Mrs. Phyllis Mason, widow, visitor from London, England, kindly called at the City Archives 
this afternoon to tell me about Miss Hill, the first Victorian Order of Nurses nurse in Vancouver. We had a 
“spot” of tea and biscuits at my desk. This is my 70th birthday. 

MISS MAUD HILL. VICTORIAN ORDER OF NURSES. 
Mrs. Nelson: “Miss Hill lodged with the Mutries who lived on the southwest corner of Cambie and 
Dunsmuir. That was where I first met her. She took her meals at the City Hospital. That was the 
contribution which the Vancouver City Hospital made to the first effort of the Victorian Order of Nurses—
they gave Miss Hill her board. 

“Miss Hill stayed with the Victorian Order of Nurses about three years. After leaving the V.O.N. Miss Hill 
went to California and then came back and went in charge of the hospital at Britannia Beach. There 
wasn’t a doctor; she was nurse-in-charge. Cases requiring a doctor were sent to Vancouver.” 

BRITANNIA BEACH. CHILLIWACK HOSPITAL. “CHILLIWACK LIKE HEAVEN.” DR. ROTHWELL. NEW 
WESTMINSTER PRIVATE HOSPITAL, 1910. 
“Then I was at loose ends for a time and we got an idea to actually build a hospital at Chilliwack. There 
wasn’t a hospital at Chilliwack then. So, we went up by the C.P.R. train to Harrison, crossed over the 
river—the only way to go then—and came back down the river on a steamer. We met a Dr. Rothwell” (his 
son is a doctor in New Westminster now); “visited him in New Westminster. He made us welcome, and 
when we proposed a private hospital for New Westminster he was quite taken with the idea. The Royal 
Columbian Hospital was too crowded. Chilliwack was a hard place to reach in those days. You may have 
heard the expression that ‘Chilliwack is like heaven—hard to get into it but when once there never want to 
come out.’ 
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“Miss Hill started the first private hospital in New Westminster in 1910. It was known as the ‘New 
Westminster Private Hospital,’ and was on a little square, called Townshend Street, at the corner of Third 
Avenue and Third Street—3rd and 3rd. That was in 1910. She sold in 1912. It lasted a year or so 
afterwards and then ceased. I don’t think they made it pay, but we did. I was with Miss Hill. It was the first 
private hospital in New Westminster. I think it is a boarding house now. 

“Afterwards Miss Hill was everywhere—all over the place. She could not settle down. She was at the 
hospital at Alberni where Dick Burde was on the hospital board. She was at other places too; all over. 
She died in New Westminster in 1936.” 

Mrs. Nelson was good enough to prepare me a typed statement concerning Miss Hill; a copy is attached. 

CONFIDENTIAL. 
Mrs. Henry Mutrie had been a Miss Nelson and was sister-in-law to Mrs. Lilian M. Nelson. Miss Hill 
boarded with the Mutries, but there was some reason why this was not mentioned. 

THE VICTORIAN ORDER OF NURSES. THE FIRST NURSE, 1901, AT VANCOUVER. MISS HILL. 
A narrative, by Mrs. Lilian M. Nelson, a close friend, who was, at one time, housekeeper at the Vancouver 
City Hospital, and who, in September 1948, resides at 2910 East 28th Avenue. Miss Hill died at New 
Westminster in 1936. 

Vancouver’s first V.O.N. nurse, 1901. 

Isabella Maud Hill was born at Hillsboro, Ont., in 1871, of Irish parents; one of six sisters, 
four of whom chose nursing as a profession and followed it until they reached retirement age. 

The six girls, with their three brothers, were educated at home by private tutors, schools 
being far apart in those days. The girls were also well trained in all domestic arts. 

Maud was the first to enter the nursing field, and received her training at the Hamilton 
General Hospital from Miss Bowman. If her academic standing lacked something, her nursing 
technique was undeniable. Conscientious, sympathetic, and understanding, she won her spurs. A 
born pioneer and organiser she looked for opportunity, and decided to try the South African war 
service. This did not meet with the approval of her parents, so she looked nearer home. 

The Victorian Order of Nurses in Canada had established a training school in Montreal 
under the benign influence of the indefatigable Lady Aberdeen. The supervisor at that time was 
Miss McLeod, to whom Miss Hill applied for a post graduate course, her one condition being that 
she should be sent west. This was granted, and in November, 1901, she arrived in Vancouver 
ready for work. Two nurses had preceded her a few years before during the Klondyke Rush. 
Finding little encouragement in Vancouver, they had turned north where they were needed now. 

When Miss Hill arrived, Mrs. James Macauley was president of the Vancouver 
committee. Mrs. Henry Newton was a member with others whose names I have forgotten. 
Arrangements were soon made to start work again. Various obstacles were gradually overcome 
and a foundation laid as results of today, 1948, amply prove. In 1904 Miss Hill felt the pioneering 
part was finished and looked for fresh fields. True to her instincts, Miss Hill never held an easy 
post for long, but immediately looked for a harder one. Her choice was T.B. work, which, in 
Vancouver, she found in the Anti-T.B. Association, of which Mrs. Frank Harrison was president. 
Later she served in the same cause in Vancouver, state of Washington and also in Georgia, 
U.S.A. In our own City Health Department she served under Dr. Underhill. During World War I 
she opened up Shaughnessy Military Hospital under Dr. Carson. She held many other strenuous 
positions until she retired to her home in New Westminster, where she died in 1936. 

Submitted by request to Major Matthews, City Archivist, 
Vancouver, by her old friend and contemporary, Lilian M. 
Nelson. 
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