
 
Early Vancouver 

 
Volume Seven 

 
By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D. 

 
2011 Edition (Originally Published 1956) 

 
Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected between 1931-1956. 

 
 

About the 2011 Edition 
The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews. 
Handwritten marginalia and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated 
and some typographical errors have been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken. 
The edition and its online presentation was produced by the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the 
125th anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible by funding from the Vancouver 
Historical Society. 

Copyright Statement 

© 2011 City of Vancouver. Any or all of Early Vancouver may be used without restriction as to the nature 
or purpose of the use, even if that use is for commercial purposes. You may copy, distribute, adapt and 
transmit the work. It is required that a link or attribution be made to the City of Vancouver. 
 

Reproductions 
 
High resolution versions of any graphic items in Early Vancouver are available. A fee may apply. 
 

Citing Information 
 
When referencing the 2011 edition of Early Vancouver, please cite the page number that appears at the 
bottom of the page in the PDF version only, not the page number indicated by your PDF reader. Here are 
samples of how to cite this source: 
 
Footnote or Endnote Reference:  
Major James Skitt Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 7 (Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011), 33. 
 
Bibliographic Entry: 
Matthews, Major James Skitt. Early Vancouver, Vol. 7. Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011. 
 

Contact Information 

City of Vancouver Archives 
1150 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 3J9 
604.736.8561 
archives@vancouver.ca 
vancouver.ca/archives 
 
 

 



 
Item # EarlyVan_v7_012 

 29



On behalf of the Provincial Archives please accept this expression of my sincere thanks 
for your courtesy in this connection. 

Yours sincerely, 

   William E. Ireland 

Provincial Librarian and Archivist. 

WEI/MW 

Note: “No. 2 had been in Provincial Archives for 10 or more years.” (See [previous] page.) 

[LETTER FROM J.S. MATTHEWS TO W.A. MCADAM.] 
5th Nov. 1948. 

Dear Mr. McAdam: 

This is a difficult letter to write—I do much of my own typing, especially letters to you. It is 
my first letter on the typewriter since my sorrowful absence. My dear wife was laid in her final 
resting-place yesterday afternoon. 

I lay me down and wept awhile. Now I rise up and fight again. She left me the most 
beautiful love letter I ever read. It was handed me after her death. 

Most sincerely, 

   [J.S. Matthews] 

      CITY ARCHIVIST 

W.A. McAdam Esq., C.M.G., 
Agent-General 
British Columbia House 
Vancouver. 

EXCERPT FROM LETTER WRITTEN BY MAJOR MATTHEWS. 
Nov. 6th, 1948. 

The service in Christ Church Cathedral, where we were married in 1920 on Nov. 16th 
1920—28 years ago—was conducted by the Very Rev. Dean Swanson, assisted by Rev. S. 
Higgs. The cathedral holds 1200 and was about one third full. The Mayor of Vancouver attended. 
There was a surpliced choir, and the organist played three hymns. The casket was covered with 
the Union Jack, on which her medals rested on a black cushion. The pallbearers were all 
freemasons, old friends, elderly men. The party of mourners, led by me, included three sisters, 
three nieces, one nephew. It was as beautiful a ceremony as I have ever witnessed, conducted 
with solemn military precision but still with gentle grace and dignity. The Dean departed from the 
rule of the Church of England in that he stood upon the chancel steps and delivered a eulogy on 
her service to mankind in peace and in war. Funerals in the Cathedral are extremely rare. The 
last was in September when the Mayor of Vancouver died. The one before that in August, 1947, 
when a Senator of Canada died.  

The newspaper reports of her death were remarkable in that the leading newspaper of 
western Canada announced it with a two column heading. In three days there have been over 
100 letters of condolence received. I have omitted to say that the front of the cathedral chancel 
was banked with a mass of wreaths. No man could have asked for a more complete tribute to a 
wife than the citizens of Vancouver has given to me. 

I forgot to say that on my return that morning from the hospital (Tuesday, Nov. 2nd), 
Mabel, (Mrs. Willis) handed me a letter which Emily had written to me on October 15th, 18 days 
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before she passed away. It is the most beautiful letter—love letter—that man ever received from 
woman. It addresses me as “My dearest” … “for all your kindness” … “do not fret for me” … 
“goodbye darling.” May God bless her, for no man ever had a better companion. 

VANCOUVER SUN, MONDAY, 5 DECEMBER 1949. 
EARLY BIRTHS IN VANCOUVER NOW IN RECORD. 

By Dillon O’Leary 

OTTAWA, Dec. 5. A record of Vancouver and vicinity’s early births and growth is 
tabulated in one of the newest additions to the library of parliament this week. 

It is the result of the careful, arduous work of Major J.S. Matthews, Vancouver archivist, 
who forwarded it to the parliamentary library through the offices of Howard Green Conservative 
MP for Vancouver-Quadra. 

Mr. Green presented it to parliamentary librarian F.A. Hardy as a valuable addition to the 
history and records of the growth of Canadian communities on the Pacific coast. 

In an accompanying letter, Major Matthews explained that he had found 20 years ago 
that there were no records of white children born in Vancouver and environs in the year of the 
city’s incorporation, 1886, or back as far as 1868, when the first white child was born in the area. 

In 1872 a birth registration act was passed in British Columbia, but was not observed by 
the rugged and independent settlers of that day. After 20 years’ search, wrote Major Matthews, 
he had compiled a fairly complete list. 

In his letter to Mr. Green, he said that “had it not been for the inspiration, persistence and 
endurance of my dear late wife, and her sacrifices, it (this book) might never have been.” 

THE VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE, MONDAY, 5 DECEMBER 1949. 
POSTERITY GIVEN RECORD OF CITY’S FIRST BIRTHS 

By Don Mason 

OTTAWA—One of the newest books in the Parliamentary Library here is entitled Early 
Births, Vancouver and Vicinity, presented by Major J.S. Matthews, Vancouver archivist. 

It arrived this week, sent by Howard Green (P.C.-Vancouver-Quadra) to be passed on to 
Parliamentary Librarian F.A. Hardy. 

No Record. 

In an accompanying letter, Major Matthews explains that 20 years or so ago, he found 
that there was no record of the white children born in and about Vancouver. 

Twenty children were born in Vancouver the first year of that city’s existence—1886—but 
not one was registered. Children had been born back as far as 1868, and not one registered. 

A birth registration act was passed in B.C. in 1872, but no one used it. 

Tedious Task. 

Those were the days when the Family Bible was a good enough place for the names of 
new arrivals. 

Major Matthews says it was a long, tedious task to get the names of babies born near 
Vancouver before Vancouver was—but, after 20 years of searching, he finally got a fairly 
complete list. 
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