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THE FIRST EUROPEAN GIRL BORN ON THE WEST COAST OF VANCOUVER ISLAND REVISITS THE 
SCENE OF HER BIRTH, STAMP’S MILL, 26 FEBRUARY 1864. 
Mrs. Alice Crakanthorp, age 91, daughter of James Peabody and Emily Susan Patterson, accompanied 
by her daughter, Miss Muriel, visits the City of Alberni as a guest of His Worship the Mayor, B.F. Wright, 
Esq., Aldermen and Citizens, 21 and 22 June 1955. 

2043 Pendrell St. 
Vancouver 5, 
June 23/55. 

Dear Major: 

I am just going to give you a list of events for the two days. 

We left home June 21st on the eight o’clock ferry (standard time, Princess Nanaimo). 
Arrived in Nanaimo at eleven, daylight saving time. Started immediately for Alberni. Incidentally, 
we had breakfast on the boat. It was a lovely trip over. The drive up to Alberni was wonderful. 
Arrived Alberni, Tidebrook Hotel, at one o’clock. The Hotel is in a beautiful spot—it was a lovely 
home before. Mayor Wright met us. We were shown to our rooms, freshened up a bit & one-thirty 
luncheon, - Mrs. Heads, her daughter Mary, mother, Mr. Wright and myself. A lovely lunch. After 
lunch, we went with Mr. Wright to one of the schools and visited a Mrs. Gill’s class, Grade 4. The 
children were sweet—sang and recited for us. Then went to the City Hall. Saw mother’s picture 
on the wall. 

Just as we were leaving the Hall, a big load of logs appeared on a truck, to be dumped 
into the canal. We all exclaimed and said could we wait and see them dumped in the water. We 
got out of the car and Mr. Wright called the men over and introduced us. Then came the big thrill 
of seeing the logs go in. From there we took a tour of Port Alberni, seeing all the sights. Arrived 
back at Hotel 3:30, and got ready for the reception at 4:00. It was held in the drawing-room of the 
Hotel. A beautiful tea. Many, many people came—some very old-timers. The press came and 
took several pictures—also Mr. Duncan of the Twin City Times. The last guest left about six. 
From six to seven we sat outside in the beautiful garden and Mr. Wright and mother had a good 
chat. At seven Mr. Duncan arrived to have dinner with us, after which we were taken through the 
plywood plant. It was most interesting—took us two hours to see the whole process. Mr. Ted 
Stroyan arranged that tour for us. Then home. A cup of tea and cookies were brought to us. Mr. 
and Mrs. Robinson, who manage the Hotel, couldn’t have been kinder. 

Wed., the 22nd, Mr. Wright had to go to Duncan, [B.C.] so Mrs. Duncan took us out. We 
went to Sproat Lake and took some pictures. It was beautiful there. From there we visited a 
beautiful farm, the McCoy Lake Farm, owned and managed by a Mrs. Thomson. 

Back to the Hotel for lunch, where a friend of ours met us for lunch. We left, very 
reluctantly, about 3:30. On the drive down we stopped at Englishman’s river and saw the 
wonderful falls. Arrived at Nanaimo at six, had a bite and drove out to Yellow Point for an hour. 
Back to Nanaimo in time to catch the nine o’clock ferry home—a nice trip home. We knew we 
were in Vancouver as it was pouring rain. 

Mother has had the thrill of her life. If we had been Royalty we couldn’t have been treated 
better; everyone so friendly and kind. Mr. Wright overlooked nothing. We hope to go back again. 
Even the weather was perfect. 

This is a scrawl Major, but I, and not my mother, am tired out. However, I know all you 
want is a resume of our trip. 

With kindest regards from us both, 

Sincerely 

Muriel Crakanthorp 
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