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[photo annotation:] 

By day, steer for the smoke; by night, head for the flame. Hastings Sawmill fire. 

For half a century, the Hastings Sawmill slab and sawdust burner fire was the beacon which guided 
mariners on a safe course through the First Narrows. From about 1870 to about 1890 it was the only 
harbour light, and always burning. 

City Archives. J.S.M. 

When sawmills started on Burrard Inlet, circa 1870, forest covered the land; at high tide the waters lapped 
the lower branches. The abundance of logs obtainable from our Point Grey, West End, West Vancouver 
and North Arm, Burrard Inlet was so great that huge ones only were logged. The sailing ships loaded vast 
quantities of splendid lumber. Bark, slabs and sawdust was dropped in the sea, as a useless nuisance, 
and was carried back and forth by the tides, obstructing navigation. Burning was adopted, and the fires 
never went out. It was regrettable but unavoidable. For almost fifty years the smoke blew harmlessly 
away. Increasing cost of coal and cordwood and greater population ultimately permitted its economical 
use for heating homes, and a device for stoking sawdust was invented. S.G.N. 875. P. St Pk 168 J.S.M. 
1953 

THE HASTINGS SAWMILL STORE 
by Calvert Simson, Storekeeper. 

STAMPS MILL IN 1865. CHANGED TO HASTINGS SAWMILL COMPANY IN 1870. 
The Sawmill was started by the B.C. and Vancouver Island S.L. & Saw Mill Company, commonly 
known as Stamps Mill, in 1865, but was not running till 1867 owing to reason part of the mill 
machinery was not shipped on the bark Kent from Glasgow, Scotland, which bark arrived in 
Burrard Inlet, December 20th 1865. Captain Stamp ran the mill to the end of 1869, getting into 
financial difficulties the mill was offered for sale on a judgment summons, and finally sold on 
February 23rd 1870, to the agent of Heatley and Company of London, England, and the name 
was changed in August 1870 to Hastings Sawmill Company. It is usual for a company to start a 
store to supply the men with tobacco, etc., during construction. Should say the store was started, 
that is, the store proper, about 1867 or 1868, though there was a supply building previous to the 
store. Mr. R.H. Alexander, later manager, on arrival on Burrard Inlet in 1870 to work for the 
Hastings Sawmill, was first employed as storekeeper, so the store was, in 1870, in full operation. 

GRANVILLE POST OFFICE IN 1872. 
Then Mr. Loat, the mill head accountant, left April 1st 1872, and Mr. Alexander took his place in 
the office. The Post Office in the store, under the name of Granville, was started in 1872. Henry 
Harvey was appointed Postmaster and Storekeeper about 1872, and remained until September 
1884. 

HASTINGS SAWMILL STORE. MERCHANDISE CARRIED. 
Now, about the class of goods carried at the store. A general line of groceries, tobacco, cigars, 
pipes, men’s suits at first brought out from England with the pants cut so high one hardly needed 
a vest, overalls, underwear made of flannel all wool, branded Mission, in blue and red colour, the 
red in big demand as a supposed cure for rheumatism, these were made in Victoria; also a fleecy 
cotton underwear with a nap, shirts, socks and a line of men’s rough work shoes, both laced and 
elastic sides, made in Victoria; also some men’s fine boots, men’s hats and caps, some ladies’ 
wool piece goods, Indian shawls, cotton prints, grey and white cotton; flannel and odds and ends 
of women’s wear, blankets (Hudson’s Bay point and cheaper makes), in fact a fair line of every-
day dry goods and men’s wear, mostly bought from Victoria wholesale merchants. 

PATENT MEDICINES. 
A line of patent medicines was carried, such as Thomas Electric Oil, Painkiller, Peruna, Pains 
Celery Compound. These two latter, being seventy-five per cent alcohol, were in much demand in 
the camps after a big drunk. Jamaica ginger was not allowed to be sold to Indians as Government 
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claimed they used it to make liquor; St. Jacob’s Oil, Wizard Oil, scented hair oil, red rouge for 
Indian face colouring, ammonia 880, liniments, cough mixtures, and other patents too numerous 
to mention. These patents were brought from Victoria wholesale druggists. In passing, the 
storekeeper was called on to give first aid in any minor mill accidents. 

CROCKERY. HARDWARE. 
A line of tinware was bought from a New Westminster tinsmith, English heavy, white unbreakable 
crockery for camp use; a line of hardware such as rope, axes, single and double bit, saws, nails, 
files, axe handles, locks, hinges, etc., oxbows, ox shoes, hickory goad sticks for the bull puncher 
who was very particular as to the quality. A yoke—two—oxen in 1871 cost two hundred dollars. 

GROCERIES. LANTERNS. LIGHTING SYSTEM. 
Now, as regards groceries. The goods came mostly from Victoria, Portland and San Francisco. 
Most of the ships loading lumber were chartered in San Francisco by Dickson DeWolf and 
Company, Heatley’s agent there. On the charter being arranged we would receive a wire asking 
what supplies we needed. We always had a standing order for fifty tons of crushed barley for 
oxen. An order sent November 19th, 1872, called for two gross of Preston and Merrils Yeast 
Powder, six cases lard, five barrels Extra Golden syrup, ten and five gallon kegs Golden Syrup, 
fifteen kegs of nails, fifty mats Yellow Manila Sugar. An order of goods received September 3rd, 
1883, consisted of three hundred sacks flour, four hundred and fifty-two sacks of ground barley, 
twenty-five sacks wheat (sold for chicken feed); twenty-five sacks beans, five bales salt, ten kegs 
pickles, twenty boxes dried apples, and six nests of trunks. Other orders included canned fruit, 
Eagle Brand condensed milk, butter in rolls in brine; canned meats including pigs’ feet, china tea 
in ten pound boxes branded M & M; Alaska dried codfish in one hundred pound bundles, lanterns 
with double globes (no cold blast lanterns in those days). At night nearly everyone carried one, 
the lighting system in Granville being about four posts with a glass-in coal oil lamp on top of a 
pole, and, on Water street between Carrall and Abbott, in front of the Deighton, Sunnyside, 
Granville and Gold Hotels. 

PRODUCE. CANNED SALMON. DRIED FRUIT. VEGETABLES. HOGS, BACON, PORK. MATCHES. 
When there were no ships from Frisco, the groceries were brought from the Victoria merchants. 
The Moodyville Saw Mill got their groceries by lumber ships from Frisco, too. Matches were the 
sulphur smelly kind put up in blocks in five gallon coal oil tins. Matches were made in Victoria. 
Canned sockeye salmon put up in one pound tall tins; the bellies salted were sold in kits, half 
barrels and barrels; only the bellies used—the other part thrown away. No other species of 
salmon were canned. A lot of corned beef and pork in barrels was sent to the logging camps; also 
green salt sides of bacon to make pork and beans. Fresh meat was sent to the camps only when 
a tug went after a boom of logs. Fresh pork was plentiful as each camp usually had a lot of hogs 
feeding on the swill. Ham and eggs were only supplied at Easter. No fresh fruit was used; rhubarb 
in season, dried apples and prunes were the standbys. Dried apple pie went by the name of “stick 
pie” in the camps. Vegetables, as carrots, beets, turnips, cabbage and potatoes were in plentiful 
supply. You will see that the logger was not pampered, as now, with grapefruit, oranges, all the 
eggs and bacon he can eat, etc. etc. In Granville fresh eggs at Christmas were often a dollar a 
dozen. A sloop used to come over from the Sound with eggs and green apples at this time, and 
go back with a load of lumber. Ham was dearer than bacon, and much fatter. They had not begun 
to raise the long lean bacon hog as now. Venison was plentiful in season with no restrictions as to 
sale; also wild ducks. A man named Wragg used to sell venison as low as five cents a pound. 
The Indians used to shoot for deer for the hide, and let the carcass rot. I, as agent for Jack 
Green, a trader who was murdered on Savary Island, used to sell dried deer skins to a buyer 
named Marcus Baldy for twenty-eight cents a pound, who exported them to the United States 
where they were tanned and made into lace leather for belting. 

POTLATCH. AMERICAN GOLD PIECES. BRITISH COLUMBIA CURRENCY. 
It might be of interest that the writer took part in a potlatch given by the Indian Chief of the 
rancherie adjoining the saw mill. It was held in a long rambling building with no chimney; only 
shingles were left off the roof above the fireplace, in the middle of the room, to let the smoke out. 
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The mill store supplied the give-away gifts which consisted of boxes of ship cabin pilot bread 
(hardtack to a sailor); a big quantity of forty-nine pound sacks of flour, bales of small white 
blankets—all paid for with American $20 gold pieces. The British Columbia currency in those 
days was 20, 10, 5 and 2 and one half dollar gold, and 50, 25 and 10 cent silver coins. Bank 
notes were not in common use, and were not favored by the Indians, who did not understand the 
different values of the notes. These potlatches were finally stopped by the government, as they 
beggared the Chiefs who tried to out-do each other.  

EXPRESS DELIVERY. EMPRESSES. 
The store did a big business with the camp settlers up the coast Indians and the mill men, in fact, 
kept an express to deliver to town customers. Sugar, hams and some American canned goods 
were kept in Customs bond at end of wharf, and used to be supplied in bond to the C.P.R. 
“Empresses.” This privilege was denied the sailing ships, but their trade was small as Victoria 
ship chandlers sent runners aboard at Royal Roads, at which place most vessels called for 
orders.  

POST OFFICE MONEY ORDERS. HOLIDAYS. POST OFFICE MOVED 1 FEBRUARY 1886. JOHN ROONEY. 
The Post Office issued money orders, and as there was no bank in early days, the people used 
money orders to pay their outside accounts. The mill help was paid so much a month and board; 
the single men eating in the cook house. The married men, who boarded themselves, received 
$10.00 a month in lieu of board. Wages were low; hours were eleven and a half hours a day, but 
all there was to do was work, eat and sleep. Sundays off and three holidays a year—New Year’s 
Day, Christmas, and July first, and four bars in Granville to cater to the thirsty. The Post Office 
was moved from the Hastings Saw Mill to Vancouver, February 1st 1886, to the rear end of a 
store on Carrall street. It was in charge of Mr. John Rooney. 

STEAM SCHOONERS. HARD WHEAT FLOUR. SOFT AMERICAN FLOUR. 
The writer of these ramblings left mill store in 1891. Forgot to mention that freight from Victoria 
prior to 1885 was brought by steam schooners, about twice a month service. The completion of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway changed the source of most supplies from the United States to the 
prairies and eastern Canada. People had to get used to making bread out of hard wheat flour 
after using the soft American flour, as hard took so much more water. Besides, the Indians used 
the empty sacks for underwear, and they complained that the jute sacks of Manitoba were not so 
comfortable next to the skin as the cotton American sacks. Later the Manitoba flour was put up in 
cotton sacks. 

CHINOOK JARGON. 
By the way, the Chinook jargon was as much used in early days as English. 

LAST POSTMASTER. 
C. Simson, Hastings Saw Mill Storekeeper, and the last Granville Post Master. 

Sept. 15th 1950 

FURTHER RAMBLINGS ABOUT THE OLD HASTINGS SAWMILL STORE. 
The store front entrance faced the water and the wharf had a slip for small boats. The store had a 
counter each side. On the counter on the left entering the door was a small desk for use issuing 
money orders, etc.; one of the panes was removed and replaced with a board opening; an open 
slot, for drop letters and papers. When the mail arrived, the postage stamps were cancelled with 
the Granville dated stamp. There was usually quite a few people in the store waiting for the mail, 
and, knowing nearly everyone, their letters were handed to them; the others put in a rack of 
lettered cigar boxes. The Postmaster had many enquiries from people trying to locate folks who 
had neglected writing home, and thus got to know the home towns of loggers, who mostly came 
from the State of Maine, Quebec, and the Maritimes. 
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