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HISTORY OF BURNABY. GREEN, 1947. 
24th February, 1947. 

Dear Mr. Green: 

Our congratulations on your completion of this exhaustive work on the story of the 
Municipality of Burnaby we hasten to send. It has been a long arduous task over a period of many 
years; is the culmination of countless hours of patience, and is a contribution to the achievements 
of historical writers of Burnaby, British Columbia and Canada. 

Our grateful thanks are extended for your gracious and generous presentation of an 
autographed copy. 

The spoken word is a poor medium for the transmission of thought, and the written one 
still poorer. You will have to imagine much which does not appear in the cold type of this letter. 
Your final accomplishment of this stupendous task you set yourself so many years ago gives us 
immeasurable gratification and satisfaction. It is a benefaction not alone to those of the past and 
present, but also to the generations of the future. The people of Burnaby and of British Columbia 
are fortunate in that so able and so persistent an historical worker lives among them. And we of 
Vancouver, so insolubly linked to Burnaby, are no less fortunate. 

On behalf of all those whom I have the honor to serve, and they are many and varied, 
past, present and future, we sent our warmest appreciation and grateful thanks. 

With all good wishes, 

   Most sincerely, 

      J.S. Matthews 

         CITY ARCHIVIST. 

George Green, Esq., 
Historian, 
200 South Grosvenor Ave., 
Vancouver  

THE VANCOUVER PROVINCE, SATURDAY, 4 JUNE 1955. 
Excerpts: 

George Green, author of The History of Burnaby, and outstanding authority on B.C. history, died 
Thursday at Shaughnessy Hospital after several months illness. He was 83. 

Mr. Green, whose byline was well-known to Province readers, was president of Vancouver 
Branch of B.C. Historical Association, a director of the Art, Historical and Scientific Association, 
editor of the Vancouver Museum Notes and official Burnaby historian. 

THE NOTED, well-liked historian was officially recognized in 1950 when Burnaby Council 
established George Green Park. Earlier this year he received the golden key to Burnaby. 

The modest cottage at 200 South Grosvenor in North Burnaby was the birthplace of more than 
400 articles. 

It was also here that Mr. Green’s History of Burnaby saw the light after 15 years of painstaking 
research. 

MR. GREEN WAS BORN at Rippingale, Lincolnshire, and came to Canada as a two-year-old. As 
a young man he worked as an engineer on a steam threshing machine in Saskatchewan, 
invented, built and operated a fence post pile driver, and worked as a house mover, carpenter 
and construction foreman after he came to Vancouver in 1904. In World War One he served in 
Scotland with the Canadian Forestry Corps. 
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