
 
Early Vancouver 

 
Volume Seven 

 
By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D. 

 
2011 Edition (Originally Published 1956) 

 
Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected between 1931-1956. 

 
 

About the 2011 Edition 
The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews. 
Handwritten marginalia and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated 
and some typographical errors have been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken. 
The edition and its online presentation was produced by the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the 
125th anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible by funding from the Vancouver 
Historical Society. 

Copyright Statement 

© 2011 City of Vancouver. Any or all of Early Vancouver may be used without restriction as to the nature 
or purpose of the use, even if that use is for commercial purposes. You may copy, distribute, adapt and 
transmit the work. It is required that a link or attribution be made to the City of Vancouver. 
 

Reproductions 
 
High resolution versions of any graphic items in Early Vancouver are available. A fee may apply. 
 

Citing Information 
 
When referencing the 2011 edition of Early Vancouver, please cite the page number that appears at the 
bottom of the page in the PDF version only, not the page number indicated by your PDF reader. Here are 
samples of how to cite this source: 
 
Footnote or Endnote Reference:  
Major James Skitt Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 7 (Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011), 33. 
 
Bibliographic Entry: 
Matthews, Major James Skitt. Early Vancouver, Vol. 7. Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011. 
 

Contact Information 

City of Vancouver Archives 
1150 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 3J9 
604.736.8561 
archives@vancouver.ca 
vancouver.ca/archives 
 
 

 



[LETTER TO COLONEL RORISON.] 
6th April, 1949. 

My dear Colonel Rorison: 

Our 63rd birthday as a city. 

Whose servant I am I do not know; my hope only is to be a good one. There are those 
who regard me as a city employee, and city employees are not supposed to express their 
opinions on civic matters; indeed there is a very strict rule in the City Hall against it. But I do not 
intend to allow my official status, whatever it may be, to interfere with my civic rights as an 
ordinary citizen, so I am going to express my opinion. 

I did not hear all which went on last night in the No. 1 Committee Room, City Hall, but I 
sensed a principal feature; that of amity and graciousness, and I was glad. My deep regret is that 
my dear late wife cannot learn that that estimable state has, seemingly, and undoubtedly, 
replaced the horrors to which she and I were subjected last summer. As we drove home, Mr. 
Twiss told me that Mr. Templeton has assumed the duties you undertook last year. Of this I am 
glad, whilst sorry you have given them up. Time passes, the old order changeth, and perhaps it is 
well that Mr. Templeton has assumed what he has; he is a man for whom I have much esteem; 
who has suffered much sorrow with much fortitude. 

Your term of office was a most arduous one; full of horrid turmoil, but, you have left it in 
peace once more; we are at rest again. I no longer dread archival meetings as a pest; to be 
avoided as a plague. Some senseless thoughtless things have been done; their only value is that 
they have taught that some things can not be done, and it is well that we should learn what things 
are unwise and what is not; by such means we progress. 

But, the main object of this note is to thank you, and, I think I could say, in the name of all 
of Vancouver, for your interest, wisdom, help, attendance at meetings, and all else you can think 
of. To allow you to step out of the office as President without a word would be gross ingratitude, 
so, with that, I will grasp your hand, my old friend, and say “Thank you.” 

My deep respects to Mrs. Rorison, 

Most sincerely, 

J.S. Matthews 

Colonel Rorison, O.B.E. 
Vancouver. 
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