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[photo annotation:] 

Greer’s Beach, September 1908. This photo is from about fifty feet west of the foot of Yew St. In the forty 
years since the tidal deposit of sand has extended its shore about one hundred feet or more to the west. 
This is almost the exact locality as portrayed in 1861 by Lieut. Willis, of H.M.S. “Ganges,” a watercolour of 
unusual interest as it is the earliest known portrayal of a scene on the mainland shore of western Canada. 
Samuel Greer’s cottage stood on the low mound—sand blown—where the long boat shed appears; his 
barn and water well were out of sight on the right; his orchard and garden, also milk-house were behind. 
His cows grazed in the swamp, where, in earlier days, elk had roamed. Three creeks entered this beach; 
one in the corner on right; one in the middle of beach; and a small one at far end; they almost dried up in 
summer. The Canadian Pacific Railway right-of-way is in the lower right-hand corner. It was first used as 
a resort for summer camps in the early 1890’s; became most fashionable to have a camp there, was 
renamed “Kitsilano” by the Can. Pac. Ry, and when the single track street car line commenced, on or 
about Dominion Day, 1905, proved so popular that it became crowded. “Tent Town” had two rows of 
camper’s tents, with an irregular “street” of sand between them. After serving as a camp site for more 
than 15 years, it was discontinued, after 1908, on account of improper sanitation, and the opening of the 
area for settlement 1909. The forest was cut down and burned, and a black empty clearing lay where it 
had been. The C.P.R. built five fine houses—one here and there—to induce settlement. When False 
Creek was deepened in 1913, the sand was pumped on the swamp, and the muskrats & frogs in the 
slough disappeared. C.V. Be. N. 16. P. 24. City Archives. J.S.M. Elk once used the dark tree in centre, 
stood on north east corner, Arbutus & Whyte, Major Matthews’ home, as a shelter in winter. The dry 
remains of their dung was a foot thick and yards in extent. J.S.M. 
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SAMUEL GREER, OF GREER’S BEACH, AND SHERIFF ARMSTRONG. DESTRUCTION OF MR. 
GREER’S HOME BY CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 
Excerpt, letter from J. Fred Sanders, Esq., son of Alderman Edwin Sanders, pioneer, “Here before the 
Fire,” 1886, from his office 509 Richards Street: 

August 4th, 1949. 

Dear Major Matthews: 

I was so glad that you were able to get a proper newspaper write-up for Mrs. J.Z. Hall 
when she passed on. When reading of Mrs. Hall’s early life [note: she was a Miss Greer] I was 
reminded of a happening of which I was a near witness. 

One day, when I was a child, my father [Alderman Edwin Sanders] decided that we would 
go to a picnic at a quarry which was at the end of the C.P.R. [note: it was at the foot of Trafalgar 
Street, on the beach, and the remains are there yet, 1949] at what is now Kitsilano Beach. When 
we arrived at the Greer home [note: at the foot of Yew Street], after we had crossed the railway 
trestle across False Creek, we noticed that there was a flat car standing on the tracks and about it 
were a group of men, one of whom was recognised by my father as Sheriff Armstrong of New 
Westminster. 

Being acquainted they had a conversation and we continued on our way west [to the foot 
of Trafalgar Street.] We noticed nothing unusual at the time, and it may be that my father had a 
suspicion of what was about to happen as he was very conversant with civic happenings, but, if 
he had, he certainly did not tell me. 

After a very enjoyable time at the quarry, we returned home along the tracks. When we 
got to the Greer home we found it in ashes, and no trace of home nor the flat car which was there 
when we passed. We learned the story, which is now history, afterwards, and I have heard it from 
Mr. Sam Greer’s own lips many times. 

Yours sincerely, 

   J. Fred Sanders 

Note: the C.P.R. officials had burned Mr. Greer’s home and barn, which stood 100 feet west of the foot of 
Yew Street, beside the creek. J.S.M. 

HADDEN PARK. 
Unveiling of the Memorial of stone and bronze, erected by the Board of Park Commissioners, Vancouver, 
at Hadden Park, Kitsilano Beach, Vancouver, to commemorate the gift of Hadden Park to the children of 
Vancouver by the late Harvey Hadden, Esq., October 1928. The memorial was unveiled by Major J.S. 
Matthews, V.D., City Archivist, (the earliest resident, 1910-1950, in the nearby locality.) 

Major Matthews: 

Mr. Chairman, Your Worship, Mr. Reeve, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

When men, having first provided for their own as is right and proper that they should, turn aside in 
their path and devote their talents to the common weal, it is fitting and proper that they receive the 
plaudits of their fellows, that their good works be acknowledged, and others encouraged to 
emulate their example. Neglect to make an acknowledgement is ungracious and a dereliction. 
The most civilised man, and most intelligent, is he who serves his fellows most. Such a man was 
the late Mr. Hadden. He knew when to take occasion by the hand; first to provide for his own 
needs, and secondly, when to provide for the needs of others. “Vancouver has been good to me,” 
said Mr. Hadden, “I should like to be good to Vancouver.” 
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