
CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT
Council Support Services

CONFIDENTIAL

VanRIMS No.: 08-2000-21 

M E M O R A N D U M September 30, 2014

TO: Mayor and Council

CC: Penny Ballem, City Manager
Janice MacKenzie, City Clerk

FROM: Councillor Andrea Reimer

SUBJECT: Appointments to Vancouver Economic Commission

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the following individuals be appointed to the Vancouver Economic Commission, 
terms to commence immediately and end June 30, 2017:

• Shahrzad Rafati
• Kerri Schuermans

RATIONALE

There are currently vacancies on the Vancouver Economic Commission (VEC) Board of 
Directors. VEC staff have been searching for candidates to fill these positions, with a focus on 
increasing diversity on the Board to increase the number of younger members and women.

Recently, VEC staff provided two recommendations. Both are younger, accomplished 
businesswomen who are prepared to serve. As the Board has a meeting on October 8, 2014, I 
recommend expediting their appointments so that they can attend.

Biographical information for Ms. Rafati and Ms. Schuermans is below.
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Shahrzad Rafati 

Shahrzad is the founder and CEO of BroadbandTV Corp, a leading digital entertainment and 
technology company that operates one of the world’s largest entertainment networks on 
YouTube. Recognized by Fast Company as one of the 100 Most Creative People in Business, 
Shahrzad is accredited with pioneering both the technology and business model that made 
peace between big entertainment entities like the NBA and their fans who were uploading 
premium content to video sites like YouTube. 

Shahrzad propelled BroadbandTV to become one of the largest networks on YouTube 
connecting with major media companies, telcos, professional sports leagues and Internet 
giants like Google. In 2013, Shahrzad also closed a strategic partnership and investment with 
RTL Group, Europe's largest media conglomerate, and a unit of Bertelsmann, one of the 
world’s largest media companies. The $36 million investment marks the largest private 
placement into an Internet media company in Canada since 2007. 

Shahrzad has been recognized by numerous industry and community groups for her 
contributions to the media industry, and entrepreneurship. She contributes practical 
technologies to assist content creators of all sizes earn revenue, and has publicly supported 
the power of video and its ability to improve lives and promote understanding. 
In addition to BroadbandTV achievements, Shahrzad actively pursues ways to encourage social 
change. She is the founder of VISO Give, the first online channel that allows viewers to 
donate to charities by watching YouTube videos about them. She is also the co-founder of the 
world’s first Chopra Yoga in partnership with Dr. Deepak Chopra. 

Karri Schuermans 

Karri was the Director of the Peninsula Community Internet Network which went on to 
become CitySearch, and the Editor for Northern Beaches Magazine in Australia; both lending 
her valuable experience in advertising, publishing, tourism and internet marketing.  
Karri worked for the Manly Chambar of Commerce before taking over the Publishing 
Department at the City of Sydney to rebranded the city services. She was part of the 
competitive tendering process which put the City of Sydney services up against the private 
sector, resulting in a profitable corporation owned by the City of Sydney and run 
predominantly by public sector executives. Karri then became the Marketing Manager for 
these diverse group of services.  

Her reputation at the City of Sydney brought about an offer to work for the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games as the International Film Liaison Manager where she was charged with 
ensuring positive exposure for Sydney’s attributes and defining Sydney as the business centre 
for Asia South Pacific.  

Upon moving to Vancouver, Karri started an organic fashion label, then went on to open and 
operate Chambar Restaurant, Cafe Medina and The Dirty Apron Cooking School with her 
husband Chef Nico Schuermans. 
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